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LET’S REMEMBER OUR VIETNAM 

HEROES 

HON. BOB FILNER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 28, 2009 

Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, I have just 
re-introduced legislation intended to honor the 
service and sacrifice of many of the members 
of the United States Armed Forces who fought 
in Vietnam, the ‘‘In Memory Medal for Forgot-
ten Veterans Act’’ (H.R. 671). 

Those so recognized are veterans who have 
died as a result of their service in the Vietnam 
War but who do not meet the criteria for inclu-
sion on The Wall of the Vietnam War Memo-
rial in Washington, D.C. The Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial Fund has a program called ‘‘In 
Memory’’ which has raised money for a plaque 
that has been placed near The Wall. The 
plaque honors ‘‘those who served in the Viet-
nam War and later died as a result of their 
service’’. No names are on the plaque, but all 
names are kept in the ‘‘In Memory Book’’ at a 
kiosk near The Wall, and families can order a 
copy. 

My bill adds to this recognition by pre-
senting the families of these veterans with a 
medal, to be known as the ‘‘Jesus (Chuchi) 
Salgado Medal’’ to be issued by the Secretary 
of Defense. Chuchi Salgado was an out-
standing individual who lived in my Congres-
sional district, whose exposure to Agent Or-
ange ultimately led to his death. His relatives 
continue to live in my district. 

Because of the boundaries that have been 
set for the names to be placed on The Wall, 
Chuchi and many, many other Vietnam vet-
erans are not honored in this manner. Now, 
with new veterans coming back from Iraq and 
Afghanistan, we are all taking a second look 
and a closer look at how veterans from past 
wars have been treated. While we must care 
for the newer veterans, we must also take this 
opportunity to do right by veterans of Vietnam, 
along with those of other past wars and con-
flicts. 

I invite my colleagues to join with me in 
honoring these veterans. It is critical that we 
remember those who have fought so gallantly 
and sacrificed their lives for our freedom. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE BRANDON 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

HON. ADAM H. PUTNAM 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 28, 2009 

Mr. PUTNAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and applaud the Brandon Cham-
ber of Commerce as it celebrates its 50th an-
niversary. 

Since its establishment in 1959, the Bran-
don Chamber of Commerce has contributed 
greatly to economic growth and development 
in the Brandon area and has served as a valu-
able resource for local businesses. 

The Brandon Chamber of Commerce offers 
programs and services that foster meaningful 
partnerships between businesses as well as 
between businesses and educational facilities. 
It also monitors developments in local, State, 

and federal government and helps coordinate 
member advocacy efforts. 

The Chamber of Commerce provides a 
forum for future leaders from the Brandon 
area to grow and develop. It is also a great 
advocate for minority and women-owned busi-
nesses in the Brandon community. 

In the past 10 years, membership in the 
Brandon Chamber has almost doubled, which 
is a tribute to both the employees at the 
Chamber and the economic vitality of the com-
munity. As Brandon has grown in size and 
flourished as a thriving metropolitan area, the 
Brandon Chamber has kept pace and helped 
facilitate the city’s transition into a bustling 
commercial center. 

During these challenging economic times, I 
know the Brandon community will look to and 
benefit from the guidance and expertise of the 
folks at the Chamber. 

Under the skillful leadership of Chamber 
President Tammy Blackwell and the hard work 
of her team, I am confident the Chamber will 
continue to effectively serve, protect, and pro-
mote the businesses and economic interests 
of the Brandon community. Congratulations 
and best wishes on reaching this historic mile-
stone. 
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DTV DELAY ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JIM MATHESON 
OF UTAH 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 27, 2009 

Mr. MATHESON. Mr. Speaker, I’d like to 
thank Chairman WAXMAN for addressing prob-
lems with the transition to digital television 
which was due to happen next month. 

The simple fact is that millions of Americans 
are not prepared for the digital switch. 

In Salt Lake City, Nielsen Media Research 
reports that nearly 9 percent of households 
are completely unprepared. Salt Lake ranks as 
the sixth least-ready out of 56 surveyed. 

The coupons authorized by Congress 4 
years ago—to help families acquire the hard-
ware they need to view programs once the 
digital change is made—aren’t getting to the 
customers. 

Millions of Americans are currently waiting 
to receive the coupons. The agency charged 
with distributing them has fallen behind. 

My office has been attempting to assist con-
stituents with the program for several months. 
I know of cases where coupons have expired 
before they even reach consumer mail boxes. 
That’s ridiculous. 

I’d like to thank Chairman WAXMAN for work-
ing with the Senate to address concerns I 
raised about the coupon program. This is a 
Senate bill, but it is important to acknowledge 
the work of the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee in trying to fix DTV problems. 

The last thing families need right now is the 
prospect of additional monthly bills in order to 
watch television. 

Finally, I am pleased to see that this bill al-
lows for emergency services to begin using 
some analog space. It also provides flexibility 
by allowing broadcasters who are ready-to-go 
to switch to digital service earlier than June, 
which is a good idea. 

DTV DELAY ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 27, 2009 

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposi-
tion to S. 328, the DTV Delay Act. 

Since 1996, our nation’s first-responders 
have been calling for more broadcast spec-
trum to be made available for better and more 
effective communication among emergency 
services. Tragically, the lack of such spectrum 
was cited by experts as partially leading to 
many unnecessary deaths among those re-
sponding to the 2001 terrorist attacks in New 
York City. In fact, completing the digital tele-
vision transition so that this spectrum may be 
used by police, firefighters, and emergency 
personnel was the main communications-re-
lated recommendation of the 9/11 Commis-
sion. 

In 2005, after years of delay, Congress fi-
nally established February 17, 2009 as the 
date when the country will switch to all-digital 
broadcasting and eliminate the disruptions to 
public safety communications. Unfortunately, 
after more than a decade of preparing for the 
transition, the bill before us today would delay 
the digital transition for another three months. 

Like many Delawareans, I am concerned 
about the management of the digital transition 
process and the shortfall in the number of 
converter box coupons available. It is critical 
that we act quickly to provide additional re-
sources to address these complications and 
ensure our constituents are prepared for the 
transition date. Still, public safety services and 
broadcasters have spent millions of dollars 
preparing for the February 17th transition date 
and postponing the deadline again will only 
create more confusion and delay the imple-
mentation of this vital 9/11 Commission rec-
ommendation. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF BETH SHARON 
SAMUELS 

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 28, 2009 

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, this month 
marks the second anniversary of the passing 
of Beth Sharon Samuels, an extraordinary 
Angelino who lost her life to cancer in January 
2007 at the age of 31. 

Beth grew up in Los Angeles, attending the 
Yeshiva University High School of Los Ange-
les and graduating as valedictorian. She went 
on to study at a women’s seminary in Israel 
before graduating from Columbia University 
with a degree in mathematics. She then com-
pleted a three-year program at the Drisha In-
stitute in Bible and Talmud, a Ph.D. in math at 
Yale, and earned an assistant professorship at 
the University of California, Berkeley. In the 
meantime, she gave birth to a daughter 
Danelle and later to daughter Natalia while un-
dergoing intensive chemotherapy treatments. 

Beth remains with us, even with increasing 
distance from her passing. We remember her 
passion for learning and zealous commitment 
to charity, her open spirit and fierce dedication 
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